
The Picturesque,  
The Sublime,  
The Beautiful:  

 

Visual Artistry  
in the Works of  
Charlotte Smith  
(1749-1806) 

 
 

by 

Valerie Grace Derbyshire 
University of Sheffield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Series in Literary Studies 



 

 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2019 Vernon Press, an imprint of Vernon Art and Science Inc, on 
behalf of the author. 
 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of 
Vernon Art and Science Inc. 
 
www.vernonpress.com 
 
In the Americas: 
Vernon Press 
1000 N West Street, 
Suite 1200, Wilmington, 
Delaware 19801 
United States 
 

In the rest of the world: 
Vernon Press 
C/Sancti Espiritu 17, 
Malaga, 29006 
Spain 
 

Series in Literary Studies 

Library of Congress Control Number: 2019933346 

ISBN: 978-1-62273-618-8 
 
Product and company names mentioned in this work are the trademarks of their 
respective owners. While every care has been taken in preparing this work, neither 
the authors nor Vernon Art and Science Inc. may be held responsible for any loss or 
damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly by the information 
contained in it. 
 
Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been 
inadvertently overlooked the publisher will be pleased to include any necessary 
credits in any subsequent reprint or edition. 
 
Cover designed by Vernon Press.  
Cover image: George Romney, Charlotte Smith, 1792, pastel on paper. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:CharlotteSmith.jpg 



 

Dedication 

This book is dedicated to my friend Michelle Daly, who lost the fight against 
cancer before I completed the doctoral research that formed the basis for this 
study. I miss you, my friend. 

 





 

Table of Contents 

Acknowledgements vii 

List of Illustrations ix 

Chronology of Works and Key Dates in Smith’s Life xiii 

Chapter One  “Passionate Delineation”:  
Introducing Art, Introducing Artists 1 

Chapter Two  A Tale of Two Smiths: In Pursuit of the 
Picturesque in Emmeline, or the Orphan 
of the Castle (1788) 39 

Chapter Three  “The Horror of the Abyss”: The Feminine 
Sublime in Ethelinde (1789) and The 
Young Philosopher (1798) 89 

Chapter Four  The Darker Side of Desire: The Beautiful 
Heroes of James Northcote and Charlotte 
Smith 145 

Chapter Five  A Bevy of Beauties, An Anthology of 
Prostitutes, A Consternation of Mothers: 
The Print Collections of John Raphael 
Smith, Emma Smith and Charlotte Smith 203 

Chapter Six  Every Picture Tells a Story? Heraldic Art 
in Celestina (1791) 243 

Bibliography 275 

Index 291 





 

Acknowledgements 

First and foremost, I wish to acknowledge the support of my amazing 
supervisor, Professor Jacqueline M. Labbe, without whom I would never 
have managed to complete the PhD research that forms the basis for this 
book. I wish also to acknowledge with gratitude the financial support of 
White Rose Open College for Arts and Humanities who have funded me as 
an Arts and Humanities Research Council Competition PhD Student. This 
work was supported by the Arts & Humanities Research Council (grant 
number AH/L503848/1) through the White Rose College of the Arts & 
Humanities. WRoCAH financed this research through scholarship and the 
award of numerous other research grants which have enabled me to 
conduct archival research, undertake further training and present my 
findings at academic conferences. Many of the findings presented here 
would simply not have happened without the resources generously input 
by WRoCAH/AHRC. I would also like to acknowledge with gratitude the 
British Association of Romantic Studies (BARS) for their generous award to 
me of the Stephen Copley Research Award, which enabled me to make 
further discoveries in connection with the artist James Northcote and his 
relationship with Charlotte Smith and other key figures of British 
Romanticism. 

Finally, and last but definitely not least, I wish to thank my husband, 
Martin Derbyshire, and my children, Michael and Luke, for being ever 
supportive of my return to study. Thanks to this process, Michael and Luke 
are now probably the only teenagers in the world who know more about 
Charlotte Smith than most undergraduate and some postgraduate 
students. I would like to also thank my Mum and Dad, Les and Carole 
Harwood, also for their never-failing support and willingness to listen and 
my sister, Clare “Pompey” Harwood, without whose good advice I would 
never have made it through. She has been the voice of reason through it 
all. 





 

List of Illustrations 

Figure 1.1: The Strangers’ Burial Ground, Lower Clifton Hill, Clifton 
in Bristol. 20 

Figure 1.2: The corner of the burial ground where Smith’s 
daughter Anna Augusta’s grave lies. 20 

Figure 1.3: Anna Augusta’s Grave 21 

Figure 1.4: Anna Augusta’s Grave. 21 

Figure 1.5: Jacob Sturm, Galanthus nivalis, Figure 49 from 
Deutschlands Flora in Abbildungen  by Johann Georg Sturm, 
1796. 23 

Figure 1.6: John Henry Fuseli, The Nightmare, oil on canvas, 
1782. 36 

Figure 2.1: George Romney, Charlotte Smith, 1792, pastel on 
paper. 39 

Figure 2.2: After William Pether, Portrait of George Smith, 
engraved by James Hopwood, 1811. 40 

Figure 2.3: After George Smith, The Apple Gatherers, engraved 
by William Woollett, c. 1760, engraving. 47 

Figure 2.4: After Thomas Hearne, The Unimproved Picturesque 
Landscape, Benjamin Pouncy, etching, published in Richard 
Payne Knight, The Landscape: A Didactic Poem in Three Books: 
Addressed to Uvedale Price, Esq (London: W. Bulmer, 1794). 47 

Figure 2.5: George Smith, Ideal Classical Landscape, c. 1770, oil 
on canvas. 48 

Figure 2.6: George Smith of Chichester, A View Supposedly Near 
Arundel, Sussex, with Figures in a Lane, c. 1770, oil on canvas. 49 

Figure 2.7: George Smith, A Landscape with Views of a Ruined 
Castle and a distant Town seen over Water, 1776, oil on 
canvas. 50 

Figure 2.8: George Smith, Landscape with a Castle on a Hill, 
undated, oil on canvas. 52 



x   List of Illustrations 

 

Figure 2.9: George Smith, A Winter Landscape, 1752, oil on 
canvas. 60 

Figure 3.1: James Neagle after Thomas Stothard, Illustration to 
accompany Sonnet XII: ‘On Some rude fragment of the rocky 
shore,’ 1797, engraving. 96 

Figure 3.2: George Romney, Lady Elizabeth Stanley (1753-1797), 
Countess of Derby, 1776-1778, oil on canvas. 109 

Figure 3.3: Handwritten note quoting Anon., “Mrs. Smith’s 
Ethelinde, a Novel,”  A Monthly Review, or Literary Journal, 2 
(June 1790): 161, indicating the reader’s response to 
Ethelinde’s sublime character. 113 

Figure 3.4: Handwritten note written on page 298 of volume IV 
of the ECCO version of Smith’s Ethelinde, or the Recluse of the 
Lake (1789): “Two fools, and one of them Criminal even.” 114 

Figure 3.5: George Romney, King Lear in the Tempest Tearing off 
His Robes, undated, oil on canvas. 120 

Figure 3.6: George Romney, Lady Hamilton as Circe, c. 1782, oil 
on canvas. 124 

Figure 3.7: George Romney, Emma as a Bacchante, 1785, oil on 
canvas. 125 

Figure 4.1: James Northcote, Henry Fuseli, 1778, oil on canvas. 148 

Figure 4.2: After James Northcote, “Richard III: Act IV, Scene 3: 
Murder of the Princes,” engraved by James Heath, 1791, line 
engraving on paper. 152 

Figure 4.3: After James Northcote, The Loss of the Halsewell East 
Indiaman, James Gillray, 1787, line engraving, etching and 
stipple on paper. 177 

Figure 4.4: James Northcote, “End plate accompanying the fable 
‘The Nightingale’” in One Hundred Fables, Original and Selected 
(London: Geo. Lawford, 1829), 174. 185 

Figure 4.5: James Northcote, “Illustration accompanying the 
fable ‘The Trooper’” in One Hundred Fables, Original and 
Selected (London: Geo. Lawford, 1829), 114. 188 

Figure 4.6: James Northcote, “End plate accompanying the fable 
‘The Trooper’” in One Hundred Fables, Original and Selected 
(London: Geo. Lawford, 1829), illustrating the consequences 
of the Trooper’s death upon his family, 115. 188 



 List of Illustrations  xi 

Figure 5.1: After George Romney, Serena, engraved by John 
Raphael Smith, 1782, mezzotint engraving. 208 

Figure 5.2: Emma Smith, Rosalie, 1801, mezzotint on paper. 236 

Figure 6.1: The garter arms of the thirteenth Earl of Oxford, John 
de Vere. 245 

Figure 6.2: Coat of arms on a seal of Humphrey de Bohun, 
fourth Earl of Hereford. The “Bohun swan” rests over the 
whole. 246 

Figure 6.3: Plate 14 from Hugh Clark’s An Introduction to 
Heraldry (London: Henry Washbourne & Company, 1854). 247 

Figure 6.4 Sample of “Lion rampant gardant.”  Illumination by 
Hugh Clark’s An Introduction to Heraldry (London: Henry 
Washbourne & Company, 1854), facing page 29. 250 

Figure 6.5: Sample of a “griffin” defined by Clark as “a 
chimerical creature [which] is half an eagle and half a lion, 
having large ears, but no wings, and rays of gold issuing from 
various parts of its body.” 252 

Figure 6.6: Midland Railway Coat of Arms at Derby station, 
United Kingdom. The crest is a wyvern. 255 

Figure 6.7: “Gutty,” or tear drops which might be added by 
families to stain an escutcheon. Illumination from Hugh 
Clark’s An Introduction to Heraldry (London: Henry 
Washbourne & Company, 1854), facing page 27. 260 

Figure 6.8: Arms of John Churchill, First Duke of Marlborough 
(1650-1722), with wyverns standing erect either side. 267 

 





 

Chronology of Works 
and Key Dates in Smith’s Life 

4 May 1749 Charlotte Turner born in London. 

12 June 1749 Charlotte baptized at Stoke Park, Guildford, in Sussex. 

1752 Anna Towers, Charlotte’s mother dies. 

1756-7 Drawing Lessons with George Smith of Chichester. 

1759-60 Stoke Park sold. 

30 Aug 1764 Charlotte’s father marries Miss Henrietta Meriton of 
Chelsea for a settlement of £20,000. 

23 Feb 1765 Charlotte marries Benjamin Smith. 

1766 First child born (a boy; name unknown). 

1767 Second child Benjamin Berney born; first son dies. 

1768 Third child, William Towers, born. 

1769 Fourth child, Charlotte Mary born. 

1770 Fifth child, Braithwaite born. 

1771 Sixth child, Nicholas Hankey, born. 

1773 Seventh child, Charles Dyer, born. 

1774 Eighth child, Anna Augusta, born. 

1776 Ninth child, Lucy Elenore, born. 

1777 Benjamin Berney dies, aged 11 (consumption). 

Oct 1777 Tenth child, Lionel, born. 

1782 Eleventh child, Harriet Amelia, born. 

1783 Benjamin Smith imprisoned for debt. Children go to Bignor 
Park, and Charlotte Smith accompanies her husband, 
spending part of the seven-month imprisonment with him. 

1784 Elegiac Sonnets, and Other Essays, by Charlotte Smith of 
Bignor Park, Sussex. Publication 15th May by James Dodsley 
at Smith’s own expense, first and second editions. 

1784 Family hide from creditors in Normandy, France. 

1785 Twelfth child, George Augustus, born in exile in France. 

1786 Elegiac Sonnets. Third and Fourth Editions 



xiv   Chronology 

 

1786 Translation of Manon L’Escaut, or, The Fatal Attachment 
from the text by François Prévost, originally appearing as 
volume VII of Les Mémoires et Aventures d’un Homme de 
Qualité qui s’est retiré du Monde (published 1731). This 
was redacted by Prévost in 1753 and had also been 
translated in 1767 by an anonymous male translator. Critic 
George Steevens also claimed in a letter to the Public 
Advertiser, upon the publication of Smith’s translation, 
under the sobriquet ‘Scourge,’ that “Manon Lescaut [had] 
just [been] published in two volumes octavo,” labelling 
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and male abuse of women”3. As Curran argues, “[b]y this 
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victim of a male-constructed legal system, and she 
concentrates her attention on just how endemic is the 
injustice visited on women by it.”4 Within the preface to 
this work, Smith complains about the content of the stories, 
“disfigured by the affectation and taste of the compiler, 
Guyot de Pitaval.”5 Smith’s resulting publication, however, 
is of immense interest, including the story of the 

                                                        
 

1 Detailed in Terry Hale, “Translation in Distress: Cultural Misappropriation and the 
Construction of the Gothic,” in European Gothic: A Spirited Exchange 1760-1960, ed. 
Avril Horner (Manchester & New York: anchester University Press, 2002), 18-
19.Manchester University Press, 2002), 18-19. 
2 Judith Phillips Stanton, “Note to Letter to Thomas Cadell, Sr., dated 3rd June 1787” 
in The Collected Letters of Charlotte Smith, ed. Judith Phillips Stanton (Bloomington 
& Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2003), 14. 
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Labbe (Houndsmills, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), 194. 
4 Stuart Curran, “General Introduction” in The Works of Charlotte Smith, Volume 1: 
Manon L’Escaut: or, The Fatal Attachment (1786) and The Romance of Real Life 
(1787), ed. Michael Garner & Karla M. Taylor (London: Pickering & Chatto 
(Publishers) Limited, 2005, vii. 
5 Charlotte Smith, The Romance of Real Life (London: Thomas Cadell, 1787), (I), v-vi. 
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Marchioness de Ganges, who, according to Lawrence W. 
Lynch, was born Diane-Elisabeth de Rossan, in Avignon, in 
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who marries unwisely and dies at the hands of her male 
protectors. The only choice Madame de Ganges is afforded 
in the text, despite being under the purported protection of 
her husband and brothers-in-law, is, horrifically, to choose 
the method of her own death (stabbing, poison, or 
shooting). This opening tale, therefore, sets the scene for 
the stories which follow. There are not many happy endings 
to be found within these tales for the women in them, as, 
indeed, Smith herself, must have felt there weren’t really 
many happy endings in life available to them. This 
collection also includes “The Pretended Martin Guerre.”7 
This is a story that has been translated into novels and film 
interpretations and related as an interesting story for over 
four hundred years. Natalie Zemon Davies, in her 
introduction to the rendering of the tale informs that she 
has discovered, during the course of her research, that 
“[o]ver the centuries, [the tale] was retold in books on 
famous imposters and causes célèbres, and is still 
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story in a small, beautiful novel of 1941, and Zemon Davies 
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Zemon Davies, and starring Gerard Depardieu, Le Retour de 
Martin Guerre from 1982. A further film version resets the 
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immediately following the civil war, Sommersby of 1993, 

                                                        
6 Lynch details Diane-Elisabeth de Rossan’s story in his article: “Sade and the Case 
of La Marquise de Ganges: Sources, Adaptations and Regressions”, Symposium: A 
Quarterly Journal in Modern Literatures, 41, No. 3 (1987): 188-199. 
7 Smith, The Romance of Real Life, 141-178. 
8 Natalie Zemon Davis, The Return of Martin Guerre (Cambridge, Massachusetts & 
London: Harvard University Press, 1983), vii. 
9 Leigh Hunt, One Hundred Romances of Real Life (London: Leopold Classic Library, 
2016). Hunt is one of the few authors who credit Charlotte Smith’s translation of the 
tale as being his source, although he does so in a somewhat dismissive manner, 
labelling her translations “hasty”: “Mrs. Charlotte Smith published a hasty selection 
from the ‘Cause Célèbrés” of Guyot de Pitaval, in three volumes, under the title of 
‘Romance of Real Life,’which has been often sent for, from the circulating library, 
under the supposition of being a novel. The best of the narratives which she has 
taken, are to be found in the present pages.” [Preface, 5] 
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starring Richard Gere and Jodie Foster. Each of these 
interpretations must owe a debt of gratitude to Smith’s 
translation of the tale. For, as Curran observes, her “Martin 
Guerre,” was “the first appearance in English of what the 
later twentieth century has come to see as a primary 
document about the status of women within early 
bourgeois culture.”10 

15 Apr 1787 Smith separates from Benjamin Smith. 

1788 Emmeline, the Orphan of the Castle published by Thomas 
Cadell. 

1789 Ethelinde, or the Recluse of the Lake published by Thomas 
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Thomas Cadell. 
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Thomas Cadell. 
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Dunkirk. Leg amputated as a result. 

1793 The novel D’Arcy published under the name “Charlotte 
Smith.” This novel, however, is not by Smith. Within a letter 
to Joseph Cooper Walker dated 20 January 1794, she wrote: 
“Very certainly I never wrote a line of the novel you name 
call’d D’Arcy, or ever saw or heard of it […] It is quite 
enough, Heaven knows, to answer for the nonsense one 
writes oneself.”11 Later in the same letter she requested 
Cooper Walker to insert an advertisement in the Dublin 
papers informing the public officially that the book was not 
by her. D’Arcy is very different in tone from Smith’s style, 
although there are elements within the novel that make the 
reader question whether the anonymous author was 
intentionally satirising Smith’s novels. It is interesting to 
read for this reason. 

1794 The Wanderings of Warwick. Published by Joseph Bell. 

                                                        
10 Curran, “Introduction” in The Poems of Charlotte Smith, ed. Stuart Curran (New 
York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993), xxiv. 
 

11 Smith, “Letter to Joseph Cooper Walker dated 20 January 1794” in Collected 
Letters, 94-5. 
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Jul 1794 Smith’s daughter, Anna Augusta gives birth to a baby son. 
The baby dies three days after birth. 

1794 The Banished Man. A Novel. Published by Thomas Cadell, Jr 
and William Davies. 

1795 Elegiac Sonnets. Seventh edition. 

Apr 1795 Charlotte Smith’s favourite daughter, Anna Augusta dies. 

1795 Montalbert. A Novel. Published by Sampson Low. 

1795 Rural Walks, in dialogues: intended for the use of young 
persons. Published by Cadell and Davies. 

1796 A Narrative of the Loss of the Catharine, Venus and 
Piedmont Transports, etc. (an account of the wreck of seven 
ships near Weymouth, in order to benefit the widow of one 
of the lost mariners). Published by subscription. 

1796 Rambles Farther. A continuation of Rural Walks. Published 
by Cadell and Davies.  

1796 Marchmont. A Novel. Published by Sampson Low. 

1797 Elegiac Sonnets, Volume II. Published by Cadell and Davies 
by subscription and featuring engraved plates by artists 
such as Richard Corbould and Thomas Stothard. 

1798 Minor Morals, interspersed with sketches of natural history, 
historical anecdotes, and original stories. Published by 
Sampson Low. 

1798 The Young Philosopher. A Novel. Published by Cadell and 
Davies. 

Jun 1798 Smith’s ninth child, Lucy Elenore, marries Thomas 
Newhouse, against her mother’s advice. 

Apr 1799 Smith’s eleventh child, Harriet Amelia, sails for India with 
William, in search of a husband. 

Oct 1800 Harriet Amelia returns from India, very ill. 

1800-1802 The Letters of a Solitary Wanderer: containing narratives of 
various descriptions, volumes 1-3. Published by Sampson 
Low. Volumes 4-5 published by Longman in 1802, upon the 
death of Low. 

1801 Charles dies of yellow fever, aged 28. 
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1806 History of England, from the earliest records, to the Peace of 
Amiens, in a series of letters to a young lady at school. 
Published by Richard Phillips (volumes 1 and 2 are by 
Charlotte Smith. Volume 3 was written by Mary Hays upon 
the death of Smith. 

1807 Beachy Head: with other Poems. Published posthumously 
by Joseph Johnson. 

1807 The Natural History of Birds, intended chiefly for young 
persons. Published posthumously by Joseph Johnson. 

1813 Final settlement of Richard Smith’s estate. 
 

 



 

Chapter One 

“Passionate Delineation”1: 

Introducing Art, Introducing Artists 

This book commenced life as a study into the places and spaces explored by 
Charlotte Smith (1749-1806) throughout her literary corpus. As a writer, 
Smith takes her readers on a global journey. In spite of the fact that many 
critics view her as a “regional writer” and indeed, as Carroll L. Fry argues, 
much of her poetical work is situated in an area which “extend[s] 
approximately twenty miles inland from Eastbourne or Brighton on the east 
to Southampton on the west,” Smith travelled through her poetical and 
prose works across continents.2 Within her poetry, her translations, her 
novels, her educational works for children, her one play, and her journalistic 
account of the shipwrecks of the Catharine, Venus and Piedmont Transports, 
Smith visits a range of locations and settings, many of these long before they 
were familiar to her readers.3 Using locations from the South Downs to the 
Hebrides, from Lapland to Pembrokeshire in Wales, from the American 
wilderness to the Lake District, without ever leaving Southern England for 
any substantial amount of time within her life, Smith’s writing is a global 
affair. The research question considered the nature of these locations as they 
had been constructed through Smith’s literature. For it became clear from 
the very outset that although Smith was intimately familiar with the Sussex 
South Downs, she could only really know the Sicilian landscape of 
Montalbert, for example, from reading books or viewing paintings.4 

                                                        
1 Mildred Archer, Natural History Drawings in the India Office Library (London: Her 
Majesty’s  Stationery Office, 1962), 57. 
2 Carrol L. Fry, Charlotte Smith (New York: Twayne Publishers, 1996), 19. 
3 Charlotte Smith, A Narrative of the Loss of the Catharine, Venus, and Piedmont 
Transports, and the Thomas, Golden Grove, and Æolus Merchant Ships, Near 
Weymouth, on Wednesday the 18th of November Last. Drawn up from Information 
taken on the Spot (London: Sampson Low, 1796). 
4Charlotte Smith, Montalbert (London: E. Booker, 1795).  
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