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Preface 

Acceptance, Understanding, and the Moral Imperative of Promoting Social 

Justice Education in the Schoolhouse examines the critical issues 

associated with the topic of social justice in preschool through grade 12 

(P-12) education. This book is most appropriate for preservice and veteran 

teachers, school and educational psychologists, related special education 

service professionals, educational administrators, guidance counselors, 

graduate education professors, policy-makers, parents and student 

leaders who wish to gain a better understanding of how social justice can 

and should become a valuable part of the educational landscape. 

Understanding the challenges related to educational inequity requires a 

comprehensive and systematic re-examination of educational reform; 

more specifically, this book defines social justice education, offers 

different perspectives from major thought leaders, and examines the 

challenges faced by different populations when it comes to receiving equal 

opportunity and treatment. Emphasis will be placed on programs, 

approaches, and strategies to increasingly teach tolerance, respect, and 

understanding within and between these groups and members of the 

majority culture. The focus, then, will be educational practices designed to 

prepare students from diverse backgrounds to be active, contributing, and 

fully participatory members of our contemporary society. 

Our motivation for writing this book arose due to… 

• Our concern that due to race, ethnicity, gender, 

socioeconomic status, and so many other indicators, all 

students in America are not given the same opportunities in 

school; 

• Our belief that helping educators understand and 

implement social justice in the classroom will increase the 

equity between students; 

• Our awareness that equity in the classroom is the first step 

to more positive social and academic outcomes throughout 

a school career; 

• Our knowledge that students are our greatest hope for the 

future and providing them with equitable opportunities in 
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